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TWIXT LIZARD AND BIRD.

The Hoatzin a Curious Animal agd an
Important Link in Evolu-
tion of the Fowl.

One of the most interesting Dbirds
known to science is the hoatzin, say
Jerrard Grant Allen and Leonard But-
tress, in an article on “Bird Bables
In Pearson's Indigenous o
America, this precocious youngsie:
has made itself famous by the arboreal
feats which it performs while yet al
& very tender age. Omn the “thumb’

SOutlh

and “forefinger’ of the young hLoal-
gin’'s wing appear uny claws, and,
armed with these, the tiny creaiure

crawls out of its nest and clambers |
sbout the boughs of wees, using e
as hands, by means of which It hooks
itself along. The progress, indeed, ex-
actly corresponds to the early pedes-
trian efforts of the human baby, whose
first perambulations are made with the
mssistance of friendly chairs and otosr
furniture. These little claws of U
hoatzin are used oaly in oy, drep-
off as soon as the power of flight
been attained. The chief interesi
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fnto the interfor till gulis full. By the
least pressure the wearer of the ris
can cause a et of scent 10 shed its re- :
freéhing aroma any moment he | 3¢9
and he may thus act as a benefactor or |
a nuisance to thoze in his vicinity |

The perfume lamp may aleo be need |
as another pleasant nivtho f disin- |
fecting a room. A ball of sponugy plat-
inum & placed over the centeér of the
wick, and is fixed in its position hy a
thin glass rod, which is (nserted into | “
the wick. The lamp is then filled with
any scented spirit, and when lighted |3 |
allowed to burn until the platinum gets li

re¢ hot. The flame is
and a pleasant

then blown out

A Japanese Holidny.

Most of the people one meets on the
Japanese New Year day are carrying a
squashed salmon, with a piece of paper
tied round its waist by a paper siriug
which holds a little gold paper Kite.
That kite means that the thing is a pres-
ent and has not to be pald for. Those
who are not carrying crushed salmon
or taking up the slreet in giving correct

to New Year's salutations are playing bat-
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SURY ElRking au his "
beamed with satlsfaciion The largest esiate of the year was toal

of Samue¢l lLewils, the notorious monay
lender, which was valued at £2,572,4658.
The next biggest was that of Col. Harry
McCalmont, which was sworn o at
£ 2,000,000,

An International Affair.

In the large power plant installed iz
the Mysore country, in southern India,
the timber came from Australia, the in-
susators from Italy, the hydraulic plant

from Switzerland, the peastock pipes
but [ will do all | can. | never knew | from Scotland and the mm;
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But Jack already bhad her
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Singmlar Case of Willmaking.

Recently a very stugular cass of will-
makisg came (o ilght in as FErgilsh
court. A lady, poessessad of corsili ~adie
property, was paralysed, so she seut for
her solicitor to dispose of her esatate
Bereit of speech, she was unable to give
directions. Tbhe solicitor wrote down
the various {tems on 80 many cards; them
on other cards he wrote the cames of the
lady's family. That done, he “dealt™ the
cards. As he did so bis client coupled |
property with bpames, and be wus able
to draw up the will. It was declared good
by the court.



